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A Story of Manchurian Settler Communities
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*B# /20085 /DVD/H5—/F¥a*x5—/120%
* Rt/ BEHIRE
K A&7
B8/ THETF
B/ TR
B/ HEBET
BE /MRS
BHREY 7 /B EFEIAR. BHLEY
B EERE
Y% Japan/2008/DVD/Color/Documentary/120min.
% Contributed by Jiyukobo
% STAFF
Director/Sumiko Haneda
Producer/Mitsuru Kudo
Cinematography/Kenji Soma
Sound/Osamu Takizawa
With the cooperation of directions: Tokue Sato, Kaori Ishii,
cinematography : Kiyoshi Nishio

I was born in Dalien, in Guandong Province, considered part
of Manchuria, and went to elementary and girls’ high school
nearby in Lushun. Following the end of World War II, I was
returned to Japan. Having lived in a city in the southernmost
part of Manchuria, however, I had no idea of what had
happened in the north until the ‘war orphans’, Japanese children
left to be raised by Chinese parents, began coming to Japan in
search of their families in the 1980s, and a suit for reparations
from the Japanese government was filed in 2002. While I
watched the progress of the court case, I happened to learn of
the existence of the ‘Fangzheng Japanese Graveyard’ in the
province of Fangzheng, in Northeast China.

Fleeing invasion by the Soviet Red Army and Japan’s defeat,
many Japanese settlers came from deeper in Manchuria to
Fangzheng Province, and several thousand died there. It was
Zhou Enlai, future Premier of the People’s Republic of China,
who bowed to the wishes of women left behind for a cemetery,
and at his instruction that the government of Fangzheng
established it.

Those who had been sent ‘for the nation’ to settle in
Manchuria were treated as scrap after the defeat. Most who
went through these experiences have now passed on, but I was
able to interview several. To consider recent Japanese history is
to consider Japanese-Chinese relations.

(Sumiko Haneda)
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*Sumiko Haneda

Born in Manchuria in 1926, she joined Iwanami Film
Productions after graduating from Jiyu Gakuen. Women's
College in the Village (57) was the first of more than 90
documentaries she has made. Beginning independent
production in 1977 with Cherry Tree with Gray Blossoms,
she has in each of her films taken on a different social
problem, and with such works as Ode to Mt Hayachine
(82), AKIKO-A Portrait of a Dancer (85), How to Care for
the Senile (86), Getting Old with a Sense of Security (90),
Kabuki Actor Nizaemon Kataoka (6 parts, 92-94), A Town's
Welfare Programs That Residents Chose (3 parts, 97-05),
The Life of Raicho (01), Into the Picture Scroll-The Tale of
Yamanaka Tokiwa (04), and All's well that Ends Well (06),
she is a pioneer among Japan's women directors.
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Panelists: Sakuya Fujiwara, Sumiko Haneda
Etsuko Takano
Moderator: Chieko Kotoda
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Sakuya Fujiwara: Writer, journalist, former Deputy
Governor, Bank of Japan. In 1944 he went to Xinganjie
(Wangyehmiao), Manchuria, now Ulanhot, in the Mongol
Autonomous Region. After spending time in an
internment camp, he came back to Japan in November
of 1946. Since 1982 he has published many works, but
is best known as co-author, with Yoshiko (Shirley)
Yamaguchi, of her life story, Ri-Kouran: Half a Life,
which formed the basis of the musical Ri-Kouran.

Sumiko Haneda, who has made more than 90 documentaries
focusing on social issues within Japan, now takes up the subject
of Manchuria, her birthplace. Our symposium comes on the
heels of the screening of this long-awaited film.

Etsuko Takano also called the Manchurian cities of Dalien,
Shenyang, and Harbin home. What these two women share is a
wisdom and broad-mindedness. While they did not, growing up
in the Japanese colony of Manchuria, realize as children that
their lifestyles were based on victimization of the Chinese, the
fact that they were born in Manchuria is not without connection
to their long sensitivity to human suffering and social
contradiction, and their insight into the bases of war and peace.

The third panelist, Sakuya Fujiwara, also lived in Manchuria,
near the border with the Soviet Union in what is now the Inner
Mongol Autonomous Region. Fleeing south from the advancing
Soviet army, he spent 18 months in an internment camp at
Andong. Eight at the time, he came very close to being one of
the ‘war orphans’, the Japanese children left behind in China,
and as a journalist and writer continues to feel it is his
responsibility to transmit the tragedies born of war to future
generations.

‘Manchuria’ is the working title of this symposium. As these
three people speak of their experiences there, it is our belief that
from these discussions will emerge the form of present-day
Japan, and the power with which to look again at its future.

(Yoko Otake)
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